
The ninteenth letter of the Hebrew alphabet is the letter kof (q). Its complete spelling is kof-vav-phay. The numerical value of kof, itself, is 100; when spelled out in full it is 186. The value 186 is, of course, the value of the speed of light (186,000 miles per second -?-).  The kabbalistic notion here is that the kof travels at the speed of light and brings a kind of cosmic consciousness to any vessel that becomes aware of the embedded aleph that has been placed, like a divine spark, within it. The kof  brings to self-consciousness or self-awareness the omniscience, the omnipresence and the indwelling essence of divine unity. Within the dialog of particle and wave (the yod and mem of elohim) the kof attunes the particle to its harmonic resonance with the wave. 


There are a number of other interesting words with the gematria of 186. Traditionally, kabbalists have seen this number as the square of the four letter Divine Name. Thus, the yod-hay-vav-hay, with its 10-5-6-5 gematria, is squared, letter by letter, as 102   52   62   52   (100+25+36+25=186). The first Hebrew word to appear in Genesis with this gematria is the word makom (\wqm), the place where the waters are gathered. This makom is referred to esoterically as any state or station of consciousness. The kof appears in the word rakiyah (uyqr), usually translated as the firmament. This word can also refer to the sacred breath or ruahh hakodesh (cdwqh jwr) that transports the seeds of the Tree-of-Life (yod) to the world of manifestation (ayin). Another key word with the gematria 186 is the word kolaynu (wnlq), meaning our voice.  This alludes to a Kabalistic teaching whereby the creative gift of vocalization and spoken language is a gift given so that we may become vessels for the “language of light”.  Other gematria for 186 include vaneyfen  (}fnw) meaning and we turned;  the implication being that we are returning toward Source.  


In the Hebrew idiom, the kof can refer to a monkey  or an ape. I’m sure that those who hold to the theory of evolution will enjoy this! The kof can also refer to the eye of a needle. It is katan (}fq), that which is small, or microcosmic. There is a principal of contraction towards centre or essence that is carried by the kof. The Hebrew word for a solstice, an equinox, or any still point in an orbit or a magnetic field is called a tikufah (hpwqt). The simple root here is hakafah, which means ringing, circling, circuit, to encircle or to surround (hakayf, [qh), and hekayf, meaning periphery, circumference, outline or orbit. The implication here is that consciousness is perpetually surrounding or orbiting the void, which is symbolized by the eye-of-the-needle or the hole-in-the-axe-blade, of which the kof  is a pictogram.


The reference here is to the cyclical nature of things and our capacity to enter ceremony, and attain a still-point at specific portals. This allows our consciousness to travel faster than the speed of light in order to gain a vision and an embodiment of the unity of the complete cycle. Tradtionally the solstices and equinoxes have been utilized by indigenous cultures as ceremonial moments or doorways that stop time and open up perception to eternal realms.  


One of the most important words in Hebrew illuminating the kof is the word kaddosh (cdq). This word is most often translated as holy, sacred, pure or sanctified.  From a Kabbalistic vantage point it can also mean a singular point (from the word nikud, dwqn, vowel point) of spirit-flame c. The Sepher Yetzirah teaches us that the kof is associated with the zodiac sign pisces and the human capacity for laughter (The kof found in Yitzhak, qjxy). This laughter is the bridge between personal and transpersonal realities, the awareness of the paradoxical nature of life and the attunement to a cosmic consciousness. 


The following ten words will give us a sense of the earlier incarnations of the letter kof  in the genesis process: 

vayeekra (arqyw) (vav-yod-kof-raysh-aleph) and called.  The first calling here  is a vibration that goes from the elohim to the Light.  It is an act of naming or distinguishing the first complimentarity to appear in Genesis light/darkenss  as day/night.  The kof  of vayeekra sets things in orbit.  

boker (rqb) (bayt-kof-raysh) morning. The dawning of the light.  The bayt of boker comes from the bara of b’raysheet.  The kof raysh of boker comes from kara, the calling out or naming.  The primary polarities of implosion/explosion (b)  and contraction/expansion (q) of light (r) are established in the word boker.

rakeeya (uyqr) (raysh-kof-yod-ayin) firmament, canopy. That which is spread out like a hemisphere above the earth, with a heavenly ocean above it.  There are a fascinating variety of speculations about the exact nature of the firmament.  Some theorists consider the rakeeya to be like a photon belt or an atmospheric energy  band between earth and deep space.  The letter flow of the word suggests a ruahh kodesh, sacred atmosphere or breath  that creates a bridge between energy potential (y) and energy manifested and kinetic (u).

makom (\wqm)  (mem-kof-vav-mem) gathering space, state of consciousness.  A place, station, abode, habitation.  The kof here collects the two mems from the word mayim.  The inner gate kof-vav refers to the line of light that is spoken of in the Lurianc Kabbalah.  The word makom has a gematria of 186, the same gematria as the letter kof (100-6-80), the speed of light, the square of the letters of the four letters of the divine name (100-25-36-25).  

hakatan (}fqh) (hey-kof-tet-nun) the litle one.  Little, small, younger.  This word first appears in Genesis making reference to the moon as the lesser light in the sky.  The inner root kof-tet  referst to the process of contraction (q) and embryonic process or involution (f).

nikeva (hbqn) (nun-kof-bayt-hey) a woman, female.   The root nakav means to hollow out, bore a hole,  excavate, create a cavern.   It can also mean to separate, distinguish, specify, call by name.   The root kav (bq) has as its primary meaning the creation of a cavity or emptiness that allows one to be in a state of receptivity.

vayikadesh (cdqyw) (vav-yod-kof-dalet-sheesh) and sanctify.  The first time this word appears in Genesis (Genesis 2:3) it is the seventh day or the shabbat that is being santified or made holy.  The kof-dalet root refers to a point of light that is received at the kod-kod or the crown of one’s head.  The sheen refers to the shehhinah or feminine divine presence that is perceived by the body as the presence of a subtle enveloping electrical field.  

kolaynoo (wnlq)  (kof-lamed-nun-vav) our voice.  Koyaynoo also has a gematria of 186.

hakafa (hpqh) (hey-kof-pey-hey) means ringing, circling, circuit, orbit, encirclement.   The root hakayf means circumference, outline, perimiter, periphery, environ.  Hakafa can refer to the orbiting of a planet or the circling of anything about a magnetic centre.  One could visualize an empty magnetic centre or void in the empty space of the letter kof itself.

nikuda (hdwqn) (nun-kof-vav-dalet-hey) a dot, a vowel point.   From the root nakad which means to mark with points, to select, to separate, to distinguish.  Kabbalist cosmology suggests that everything that exists once emanated from one minute dot or point in space.  Physicists presently refer to something like this as a white hole.
Introduction to The Gate-Book 19:  q - Kof
The letter Kof offers us a pictogram of the subtle electrical current that travels thru the spinal  column of a human being from the base of the spine to the crown  of the head. The kof teaches us the mystery of cycles & orbits in relationship to the still point & the still small voice within that attunes to the timeless realm & cosmic consciousness & the wormhole at the centre of the galaxy !  The Kof speaks of the makom or state of consciousness  that  a human being can attain ; the Sepher Yetzirah associates it with the paradoxical awareness that precipitates laughter. 

           When we examine the 22  kof roots in the Gate-book ( and their 22 inverse or mirror gates ) we enter a  highly coherent  set of  gates that  speak of the acceleration of consciousness back towards oneness & the awareness of what the Kabbalah calls Adam Kadmon ,  the Primordial Human. This Adam Kadmon consciousness is aware of the interplay & connection between all that exists in the Universe.  The particular gate that appears to be the most cosmic is the  kof-kof  gate.  Etymologically this gate can make reference to the kodkod at the crown of the head, the kadosh hakadosheem the Holy of Holies or the most sacred part of the Temple.   It also refers to the mihhokek , the ruler’s staff.  In terms of pure physics the kof-kof gate can serve to symbolize the speed of light squared or a quantum leap that allows that which is circular &complete-within-itself to vector & ascend the spiral into the next dimension of consciousness.   Keeping this in mind , it is not by chance that the prophet Isaiah speaks of the Great Pyramid at Giza in Chapter 19/ Verse 19 of his prophecy. ( where the gematria of the verse adds up to the exact height of the pyramid itself )  In  Genesis  19:19 we hear Lot cry out  in fear that he will not be able to make the kof-kof  quantum leap required to reach the hills & outrun the evil that he fears will overtake him. In Exodus 19:19  we find Moshe speaking with Elohim & Elohim answering  Moshe in the Voice ( vakol, lwqb ). In 1 Kings 19:19 we find the prophet Elijah casting his mantle ( adarto / wtrda ) upon Elisha or making his baraka available to the one who is destined to be his successor.  

       When you have weighed & examined & contemplated each of the following kof gates, then begin to study & meditate upon the chapter 19’s in Genesis, Exodus, Kings & Isaiah allowing the gates & your connection to the inner voice to teach you (through synchronity & paradox) the mysteries stored in these stories.  And never forget that the letter  kof   teaches us through the vehicle of light & laughter !

( Insert artists sketch / cartoons here of the  3 stories  mentioned in the text. )

The Gate-Book 19:  q - Kof
	to arise, stand up, emit, spew out, vomit
	keeya
	ayq
	aq

	a beam of light
	keren or
	rwa }rq
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	a hollow vessel, receptacle
	kav
	bq
	bq

	a vault, tent, bedchamber, alcove
	kubah
	hbq
	

	to make hollow; winepress, vat; cave in a rock
	yakav
	bqy
	

	to come from behind, circumvent, take hold of
	akav
	bqu
	

	the latter part of anything; heel; reward
	akav
	bqu
	

	to excavate, bore a hole, pierce, distinguish
	nakav
	bqn
	

	a woman, female; a womb
	nikayvah
	hbqn
	

	to receive; to come to meet; receive instruction
	keebale
	lbq
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	small / large; contraction / expansion
	katan / gadol
	ldg / }fq
	gq

	 the uttermost border, perimeter, last barrier
	kaytzeh gevulehha
	]lwbg axq
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	to proceed, go before, meet; the east
	kedem
	\dq
	dq

	beginning, origin, former time, pristine state
	kadmah
	hmdq
	

	pure, clean, sacred, holy
	kadosh
	cwdq
	

	to select, separate, mark with points; vowels
	nakad
	dqn
	

	to burn, kindle, set on fire
	yakad
	dqy
	

	the top of the head; the crown, coronel
	kodkod
	dqdq
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	to congregate, assemble, call together
	kahal
	lhq
	hq

	a public assembly, crowd; an orator
	kahal/kohelet
	(t)lhq
	

	consciousness/breath; Leo/Lamad Wheel; 105 (q)
	kof hay
	hq
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	a rope, measuring cord, a line, a law; harp-string
	kav
	wq
	wq

	to twist, bind, tie fast, be strong
	kava
	hwq
	

	to expect, await, be gathered together
	keeva
	hwq
	

	hope, desire
	teekva
	hwqt
	

	gathering place, state of consciousness
	makom
	\wqm
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	to divide; settle an account; strike a balance
	nakaz
	zqn
	zq

	to puncture; to let blood/to be bled
	kazaz
	zzq
	

	to compensate, to equalize
	kazaz
	zzq
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	  
	

	
	
	
	

	to seize, grasp, take hold of
	kach
	jq
	jq

	to send after, captivate, take possession
	yeekach
	jqy
	

	to adhere, stick together, perceive; doctrine, arts
	lakach
	jql
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	that which is little, small, young
	katan
	}fq
	fq

	to be cut off, to be ostracized
	koot
	fwq
	

	to burn incense, be fragrant; knots, smoke
	katar
	rfq
	

	to gather; to collect anything lying on the ground
	lakat
	fql
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	to rise up, vomit up
	kaya
	hyq
	yq

	an uprising, insurrection; adversaries
	keem
	myq
	

	enduring, sure; a statute, edict
	kayam
	myq
	

	to form, prepare, possess, forge iron; Cain
	kayeen
	}yq
	

	firmament; that which is layered
	rakeeya
	uyqr
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	 intense compression/interconnectedness (q)
	kof kaf
	kq
	kq

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	to be light, swift, smooth, thin, rarified
	kal
	lq
	lq

	sound, voice, speech, rumor; to call out, proclaim
	kol
	lwq
	

	to make light of, despise; inflammation; shame
	kala
	hlq
	

	to be diminished, cursed, lightly esteemed
	kalal
	llq
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	to gather together, collect; be established, a place
	makom
	\wqm
	mq

	what ever lives on the earth; existance; cosmos
	yakoom
	\wqy
	

	the ability of standing and resisting; resurrection
	tikuma
	hmwqt
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	to acquire, possess, buy, set upright
	kayn
	}q
	nq

	to forge iron; burn with zeal; to be jealous; spear
	kayeen
	}yq
	

	a nest, chamber, cell of the ark
	kayeen
	}yq
	

	to be jealous, envious, angry, zealous
	kana
	anq
	

	to found, acquire, possess; a cane, balance-beam
	kana
	hnq
	

	a rectification, restoration, rebalancing
	teekoon
	}wqyt
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	an oracle; divination; a decision made by augury
	kesem
	\sq
	sq

	a vessle, cup, water pot
	keset
	tsq
	

	to divine; to practice divination
	kasas
	ssq
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	to be torn off, torn away, dislocated, alienated
	yaka
	uqy
	uq

	to divide in two, cleave open, halve, hatch
	baka
	uqb
	

	firmament; that which is stratified
	rakeeya
	uyqr
	

	a long, sharp blast of the shofar
	tikeeya
	huyqt
	

	stigma, a mark branded on the skin
	ka’a’ka
	uquq
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	to contract, enclose, surround oneself; an ape
	kof
	[wq
	pq

	eye of a needle; hole of an axe; back of the head
	kof
	[wq
	

	to contract oneself, coagulate, curdle, whorl
	kafa
	apq
	

	draw up the feet; be gathered to one’s ancestors
	kafa
	apq
	

	to fasten, clasp, braid, go in a circle
	nakaf
	[qn
	

	to circuit, to orbit; solstice, equinox
	tikoofa
	hpwqt
	

	ringing, circling; orbit, circumference, periphery
	hakafa
	hpqh
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	the end, extremity, harvest, finale, completion
	kaytz
	{q
	xq

	to wake up; to be aroused out of sleep
	yakatz
	{qy
	

	to cut up; to harvest fruits; to pass the summer
	kootz
	{wq
	

	harvest of fruits, ripeness, summer
	kayeetz
	{yq
	

	to decide, finish, cut off, cut loose, cut short
	katza
	hxq
	

	form, shape, pattern, measure, rhythm, cadence
	katzav
	bxq
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	a pelican
	keek
	qyq
	qq

	a gourd, castor plant; hallucinogen (see Jonah)
	kikayon
	}wyqyq
	

	the ruler’s staff
	mihhokek
	qqjm
	

	arrows, lightning bolts
	zakak
	qqz
	

	Holy of Holies, inner most part of the Temple (q)
	kadosh kadoshim
	\ycdq cdq
	

	the speed of light squared; 361(19X19); full circle
	kof kof
	qq
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	to call or  cry out, read aloud, designate by name
	kara
	arq
	rq

	to draw near, to meet; to evoke, cause to happen
	yikra
	arqy
	

	an encounter, a chance event, an accident
	karah
	hrq
	

	to dig a well; to frame, make two beams meet
	koor
	rwq
	

	to dig beneath, to undermine
	kirker
	rqrq
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	to be obstinate, stubborn, unbending; perplexed
	kash
	cq
	cq

	hard, firm, fast, heavy, difficult; straw
	kashah
	hcq
	

	to bind, join together, confederate, conspire
	kashar
	rcq
	

	to shoot arrows; an archer(sagittarius); rainbow
	keshet
	tcq
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	to serve, submit; to be overpowered, subdued
	kata
	htq
	tq

	to receive guidance,direction,light (q)
	kabbalah torah
	hrwt hlbq
	

	spiritual transmission
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


